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Special reference was made to the occurrence of facial para-
lysis in these cases, and its comparative rarity in non-tuber-
culous middle-ear affections. In order to definitely establish
the tuberculous nature of such cases scrapings of portions of
diseased bone, removed from the interior of the mastoid pro-
cess, were taken and inoculated subcutaneously into guinea-
pigs. In the course of from two to five weeks the animals were
killed, and scrapings from enlarged glands taken and examined
for bacilli. Microscopic sections of the liver and spleen were
also made and examined. Of ten cases thus experimentally
examined eight proved to be tuberculous and two non-tuber-
culous. Great stress was laid upon ascertaining the essential
character of the morbid affection, not only from the point of
view of treatment, but also from that of prognosis. In
tuberculous middle-ear affections the prognosis is grave, and
the younger the patient the graver the prognosis, thus differ-
ing very materially from simple inflammatory non-tuberculous is

cases, where the prognosis is good. Free removal of all
diseased foci of bone should be undertaken, and, in general,
to effect this it will be found necessary to open the mastoid
cells. Good food, tonics, and fresh air are all essentials in
the treatment of such cases. The paper was illustrated by
lantern slides, microscopic sections, and dissections of

guinea-pigs.

BRISTOL MEDICO - CHIRURGICAL
SOCIETY.

Exhibition of Cases and Specimens. - The Symptoms and
Diagnosis of Malignant Diseases of the Larynx. - The
Retinacula of Weitbrecht or Cervical Ligaments of Stanley.
A MEETING of this society was held on Dec. llth,

Mr. A. W. PRICHARD being in the chair.
Dr. EDGEWORTH showed a patient with Unilateral Neuritis

of the External Popliteal Nerve.
Dr. PROWSE showed specimens from a case of Acute

Nephritis in which the inferior vena cava was plugged with
clot, leaving a small central channel ; both pulmonary
arteries were plugged with similar clots.

Dr. SKERRITT showed a specimen of Diffuse Cancer of the
Stomach.

Dr. MICHELL CLARKE showed a specimen of Aneurysm of
the Ascending Aorta communicating with the Superior Vena
Cava, and Dr. SHINGLETON SMITH and Professor FAWCETT
spoke on the subject.

Dr. WATSON WILLIAMS read a paper on the Symptoms and
Diagnosis of Malignant Diseases of the Larynx, illustrated
by patients and drawings.

Professor FAWCETT read a paper, illustrated with numerous

specimens and diagrams, on the Retinacula of Weitbrecht or
Cervical Ligaments of Stanley.-Mr. HARSANT and Dr.
EDGEWORTH commented on the paper.

SHEFFIELD MEDICO-CHIRURGICAL
SOCIETY.

Exhibition of Cases and Specimens.-The Radical Cure of
gernia.

A MEETING of this society was held on Dec. 5th, the
President, Dr. PORTER, being in the chair.
Mr. SNELL showed : (1) A large number of Stereoscopes

with Photographs illustrating Eye Operations and methods
of examining eye patients; (2) an Electrolysis Needle, and
introduced a woman with embolism of the central artery of
the retina.
Mr. RICHARD FAVELL showed Gynaecological Specimens

and gave particulars of a successful case of Nephrectomy.
Dr. SINCLAIR WHITE exhibited and made remarks on:

1. A Successful Case of Laminectomy for Complete Para-
plegia due to spinal caries. The paralysis had been present
for upwards of a year and had resisted seven months’ treat-
ment by continuous extension and other recognised expectant
plans. The patient, a boy eight years of age, was operated
on five months ago and could now walk well. The arches of
the fourth, fifth, and sixth dorsal vertebras were removed and
a large cavity corresponding in extent to the body of the
fifth dorsal vertebra cleared out. 2. Upwards of 300 Gall-
stones removed from a woman. Dr. White, instead of

stitching the cut edges of the gall-bladder to the wound in
the parietes, tied them over a gtass tube with a, constriction

at the point of ligature. This plan had answered well by
saving time at the operation and by keeping the wound free
from bile during its healing. 3. A Child with Supernumerary
and Webbed Fingers and Toes.

Mr. CLYDE L. HAYES showed a case of Malignant Disease
of the Tongue.

Dr. CUFF showed: (1) A woman with a large Venous
Naevus of the Tongue ; and (2) a boy aged ten with Enchon-
dromata on the Left Hand.

Dr. ARTHUR HALL showed cases of Melanoderma and
Syphiloderma.

Dr. GWYNNE read a paper on the Radical Cure of Hernia.
He maintained that it was one of the most successful opera-
tions of modern surgery, relieving the patient not alone from
grave inconvenience but also from the ever-present danger
of strangulation. He advocated Macewen’s method of
stitching up the inguinal opening, but thought that ligature
and excision of the sac simplified the operation and produced
as good results, especially in children, as Macewen’s mode
of dealing with it. In Dr. Gwynne’s opinion this applied
with still greater force to congenital hernias. In cases of the
latter he preferred closing the ring with stout ligatures so as
to restore the valvular condition of the canal, and subse-
quently ligaturing the sac as high up as possible without
excising any portion, due care being taken not to include or
otherwise injure the spermatic cord. A number of cases

were exhibited dating from one to five years after opera-
tion.-The PRESIDENT, Dr. SINCLAIR WHITE, Dr. WILKIN-
SON, Dr. GWYNNE, Dr. BURGESS, Dr. SWEETEN, and Dr.
ADDISON discussed the cases and paper.

PLYMOUTH MEDICAL SOCIETY.

General Paralysis of the Insane.
AT a meeting of this society on Nov. 30th, Mr. SQUARE in

the chair, a paper was read by Mr. A. N. DAVIS, the medical
superintendent of the Borough Asylum, on General Paralysis
of the Insane. After dealing with the symptoms, causation,
and course of the disease, Mr. Davis pointed out the fre-
quency with which this disease occurs amongst the annual
admissions to the asylum, overcrowding, heredity, alcohol,
and syphilis being the principal causes. No case had been

reported as recovered, but remissions were relatively fre-
quent, and these principally amongst the maniacal types.
The melancholic cases were chiefly females, amongst whom
no remission occurred, but on the contrary their disease

rapidly progressed to a fatal termination within twelve
months from admission. The cases of longest duration were
not marked by any continuous mental excitement or severe
convulsive seizures, but gradually drifted into steadily pro-
gressive dementia. Expansive delusions and pupillary
anomalies characterised all the male cases, but beyond a
feeling of passive contentment no such delusions were the rule
amongst the female paralytics.-In the discussion which
followed Dr. ALDRIDGE (Plympton House Asylum) remarked
on the large amount of trouble which cases of general
paralysis caused to asylum superintendents owing to the
fragility of the bones in the second and third stages
and alluded to the large proportion of general paralytics
coming under Dr. Davis’s care. He himself had only had
seventeen cases in twenty-four years, or 8 per cent. of the
admissions, male and female. The cases usually became
rapidly fatal after admission into an asylum-in the third
stage in about six months. He mentioned syncope as an
occasional cause of death ; he had never seen a female general
paralytic, though such cases were not uncommon in the upper
classes at the present day. He had seen no case absolutely
cured. The prognosis was not difficult; when asylum treat-
ment commenced a man’s affairs should be put in order -
Mr. BULTEEL asked as to the part played by injury as a

cause of general paralysis.-Mr. RIDER cited two fatal cases
due to worry in temperate men of the Royal Navy.-
Dr. PEARSE had only seen one genuine case. - Dr.
MARIETTE also inquired as to injury in its causal relation-
ship.-Mr. WHITEFORD asked whether influenza was a

common cause.-Mr. SQUARE objected to the name as a
misnomer for a collection of symptoms which indicated brain
disease.-In reply Mr. DAVIS said two female cases-both
in prostitutes-were rapidly fatal ; he also cited a case

where a second remission of symptoms had taken place.
He said several cases now in the borough asylum were put
down to influenza.


